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What is LEED? 
- Family of national green building rating systems 

- Created and managed by USGBC 
- Multiple versions – New Construction, Core and Shell, Commercial Interiors, Schools, etc. 

 
How do projects get certified? 

- They achieve all mandatory LEED prerequisites 

- They achieve a certain number of LEED credits (LEED level of Certified, Silver, Gold, or 
Platinum is based on number of points achieved) 

- USGBC reviews project documentation – no inspections 

 
Who is responsible for achieving LEED? 

- Every team member can contribute to or derail the LEED effort   

- Typically the architect or a LEED consultant manage the overall effort 
- Many LEED points are determined by the design, but several depend on construction 

 
How might materials be different on a LEED project? 

- Many materials do not need to be ordered or installed any differently 
o Structural steel, concrete (depends), ceiling tile systems 

-  Some materials will need to be ordered differently 

o Aluminum with recycled content, low-VOC paint, glazing with high VLT, wood 
 
What might be required of a subcontractor or supplier? 

- Read the spec manual carefully and meet the requirements 
o Recycled content, regional sources, certified wood, low-emitting materials 

- Comply with the Construction Waste and Indoor Air Quality requirements set by the GC 
- Coordinate with the Commissioning Agent (MEP subs only) 

- Provide required submittal documentation (cost, recycled content, VOC level, etc.) 
 
What is going on in New Mexico with LEED? 

- Mandates for city and state projects 
- New state tax credit for LEED Silver or above 

- 6 LEED certified projects, over 50 LEED projects in progress 
 
Where can I get more information? 

- Visit USGBC’s national website at www.usgbc.org 
- Get involved with the New Mexico chapter of USGBC – first Wednesday luncheons 

- Take a LEED training course through the local chapter 
o August – Understanding LEED Project Costs & Returns 

o October – LEED for School Projects 
o November – LEED for General Contractors/Construction Managers 
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